





LE-HIHO News 


the Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization 
Box 10038, Moravian Station, Bethlehem, Pa. 18018 


september bring s 
film--Parade--dance 


LE-HI-HO's first meeting of the season on September 24 will be a very 
special one, indeed, as it will feature a showing of the highly-acclaimed 
film "Word Is Out". The two-hour film will begin after a short business 
meeting, and there will probably be a refreshment break between reels. 

"Word Is Out" has so far been shown commercially only in the larger 
cities like New York and Philadelphia. It is the work of the Mariposa Film 
Group, three women and three men who traveled all over the country to 
gather 50 hours of interview footage with 200 gay people of all varieties. 
The final version includes the lives of 26 people, most of them not gay 
activists, and many publicly coming out for the first time. They talk about 
the confusion and pain of growing up gay in America, falling in love for 
the first time, family relationships, and myriad other themes. Critics 
have said of the film: 

New York Times: "graceful, funny and often very moving...at times very 

romantic...there wasn't a dry eye in the house after 
[one young man's] revelation of [falling in love for the 
first time]." 

Newsweek: “extraordinary documentary...affectionate, stirring and 

surprisingly witty." 

San Francisco Chronicle: "a fascinating cross-section, a group so diverse 
it indicates the only difference between gay 
people and straights is their sex life." 

New York Daily News: "disarming degree of candor and good humor, often 

with large amounts of eloquence." 
People who have seen the film agree with the reviews--seeing it is an 
incredibly moving experience. Don't miss it, and bring everyone you can 
talk into coming with you. NOTE: Because the cost of film rental is over 
$300 (shared with CCBC, Bethlehem NOW and individuals), we will be encour- 
aging donations to help cover these costs. 






































On Saturday, September 23, Lehigh Valley Citizens Concerned for a Better 
Community (CCBC) is sponsoring a Gay Rights Day in Allentown, featuring the 
following events: 4) A MARCH in support of gay civil rights, beginning 
at 11:45 aem. from 10th and Hamilton, proceeding along Hamilton to 5th, 
across 5th to Walnut, along Walnut to Union Terrace Park (21st), where a 
2)RALLY will be held, with speakers from NOW, the Pennsylvania Council for 
Sexual Minorities, the Movement for a New Society, the Friends (Quaker) 
Committee on Lesbian and Gay Concerns, the Pennsylvania Gay Support Network, 
the Socialist Workers Party, and probably some entertainment. 















3)FILM SHOWING of “Word Is Out" at the Afro-American Cultural Center, 6th 
and Chew Sts., at 8:30 a.em., 3:30 and 6:30 p.m. Donation: $3.00 at the door, 
or $2.00 in advance, with tickets available from Godfrey Daniels and So Eat 
Already in Bethlehem, Millie's Bar in Easton, Bethlehem and Allentown NOW, 

or from CCBC, P.O. Box 4031, Allentown, Pa. 18105. 

4)DANCE! at 10:00 p.m. at the Afro-American Center. Admission $1.00. 

People are expected from Philadelphia and many other regions in and out of 
state. Participate in all these events and demonstrate support for gay 
people in opposition to Allentown's Mayor and City Council. NOTE: As we 

go to press, the location for the film showings and dance is in jeopardy 


due to last-minute withdrawal by the Afro-American Center. If Flash Info 
does not appear elsewhere in this newsletter mailing, consult newspapers 


for details or phone Bob Steelman (866-6390) or Rick Balmer (866-6320) for 
final details. 


Bay _ 


An interested and concerned group of men and women, mostly from the 
Allentown-based group CCBC, are in the process of organizing a Gay Hotline 
for the Lehigh Valley. Offering a publicized phone number with evening 
hours and trained volunteers who will listen to problems, make referrals 
and give information, the Hotline will reach isolated gay people who have 
no one to talk to, people with any sort of gay-related problems or questions, 
etc. While a friend of the gay community has already funded phone instal- 
lation and three months of service, volunteers will be needed for more 
fund-seeking, publicity, record-keeping and simple organization running as 
well as staffing the telephone. Phone staffers will be required to undergo 
6-8 weeks of training to be offfered on Monday evenings. The first session, 
an Introduction to Hot Line Service, will be given at CONFRONT, 1130 Walnut 
St., Allentown, at 7:00 p.m. on September 18, with training sessions begin- 
ning the following Monday, September 25. Please help your fellow gay 
brothers and sisters! 









































Mon., Sept. 18, 7:00 p.m.: Gay Hotline Information Session (details above) 

Tues., Sept.19, 7:30p.m.: CCBC Meeting, 1130 Walnut St., Allentown. 

Sat., Sept.23: Allentown Gay Rights Day: Rally/Film/Dance (details above) 

Sun., Sept.24, 2:00p.m.: LE-HI~HO General Meeting. Film: "Word Is Out". 
Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki Ave., Bethlehem 
(Fountain Hill section, 2 blocks south of 1500 Broadway). 

Sun., Sept.24: Rally in Bloomsburg on the occasion of Anita Bryant's Sept. 
25 appearance at the Bloomsburg State Fair. Activists from all over the 
state will gather on the 24th at 2:30p.m in Town Park, proceeding to the 
fairgrounds. A religious service is scheduled for 6:30p.m. in Town Park. 
Pickets will be at the fairground gates on Monday. No harassment of 
Bryant or disruption of her performance is planned. Information: NPCHR, 
Box 224, Bloomsburg, Pa. 17815. 

Tues., Oct.3: CCBC Meeting. same details as above 

Sat., Oct.14: Gay Rights Symposium, Philadelphia Gay Community Center 
(326 Kater St.) $5.00 

Sun., Oct.22, 2:00p.m.: LE-HI-HO General Meeting. Future dates Nov.19,Dec.17 
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Malcolm Boyd, in his recent book, Take Off the Masks (Doubleday, $7.95) 
gives a sensitive account of his own traumatic odyssey of being gay in a 
straight world and his road to liberation. He also sets forth some inter- 
esting perspectives of what gayness means in contemporary society. 

Boyd's book is fascinating reading and beautifully descriptive. The book 
will be read by many gays and non-gays because of the author's celebrity 
status as an Episcopal priest, poet, author of 18 books, civil rights and 
anti-war activist. Many gay Christians will find Malcolm's story especially 
helpful in putting their own identity together with institutional Christ- 
ianity's homophobic response. Many non-gays, especially the younger clergy 
of the 60's who liberally quoted from Boyd's poetry in their pulpits, will 
likely take offense when they read Boyd's rather graphic description of his 
sexual experiences. Boyd makes it clear, however, that he is not out to 
hurt or embarrass anyone, but to Take Off the Masks and in so doing choose 
life, not death. 

In his typical prophetic style, which marked his activism of the 60's, 


Boyd has some strong words to the gay community, to the meaning of gayness 
in a straight society, and to the contributions which gays can uniquely 
make to the rest of society in the human search for wholeness. 


editorial 


With resumption of group activ- 
ities this fall, December elections 
for the Board of Directors are not 
far off, and candidates are needed. 
No experience necessary--you get 
on-the-job training. Ideally the 
Board should be more of a house- 
keeping group and not the source of 
ideas and activity, a role forced 
on it by the generally passive 
membership. The active interest of 
every member is required to reach 
our full potential. LE-HI-HO can 
be invaluable to many gay people 
in providing relaxed social oppor- 
tunities where they can get to 
know other gay people, and in 
developing gay consciousness and 
pride. Think seriously to what 
degree you are willing to commit 
yourself to achieving that goal, 
and keep in mind that along with 
the serious aspect can come a 
great deal of pleasure and fun. 
Consider what Malcolm Boyd says 
so well in Take Off the Masks: 
(Excerpted from the book, pp. 163-4 
Copyright ©)1978 by Malcolm Boyd 
Published by Doubleday & Co., Inc.) 







































My own wholeness depended on several related factors. I had 
made a clear decision to survive by placing a life of high energy 
over a slow death. This meant that I risked everything to do it. I 
asserted myself and my right to live. I adamantly did this in the 
face of censure, misunderstanding, social embarrassment, and 
danger. I willed to die and be born again. I cast my lot with 
open truth. This decision, and how I defined the meaning of 
truth, would henceforth permeate every part of my life. I une- 
quivocally moved into a full awareness and celebration of gay 
life, yet refused to reside in a ghetto. 

Howard Brown said at the poignant conclusion of Familiar 
Faces, Hidden Lives that, in his opinion, it will take the rest of 
this century for society to rid itself of its homosexual prejudice. 
“A new generation of homosexual men and women will have to 
grow up secure in their identity, knowing from the start that gay 
people can be happy, loving, and of value to society. And a new 
generation of straight men and women will have to grow up 
never having doubted that gay people are people.” I agree that it 
seems entirely possible that happier days for gay people lay 
ahead. 


However, ominous signs point toward a rise of authori- 
tarianism. There is an increased use of torture by many govern- 
ments. One finds numerous harsh demands for conformity. A 
constant threat is directed against the climate of free inquiry and 
free speech in which gay liberation has successfully been ad- 
vanced in recent years. Significant setbacks range from troglo- 
dytic U. S. Supreme Court negativism to intransigent religiosity, 













































































For example, the Rev. Albert Outler, a theologian, told a conier- 
ence of United Methodists in the summer of 1976 that extending 
a welcome to “all persons, regardless of sexual orientation” 
would further a “drift into decadence.” He said, “We're being 
asked here and now to condone homosexuality. This is wrong, 
unwise and a foolproof recipe for disaster in the church and soci- 
ety.’ A prominent New York columnist noted that homosex- 
uality is a sin and not a crime, and that to practice it is to break 
moral codes but no constitutional laws. So, the place of gays 
remained ambiguous and undefined in American life. 

This is why I am appalled by the naive pursuit of individual 
pleasure by many gays, who fail to see the necessity of gay social 
organization and the development of actual, unified, muscled 
gay power. This is a moment when gays can be openly expressive 
and political. What a tragedy if the moment is casually wasted, 
and the horror of repression and persecution looms ahead. Now 
is a time for gays to be political. Harvey Cox said in The Feast of 
Fools, “Celebration without politics becomes effete and empty. 
Politics without celebration becomes mean and small. The festive 
spirit knows how to toast the future, drink the wine, and break 
the cup. They all belong together.” 

































Our Summer Swim Party/Picnic held 
July 17 at a Saucon Valley Estate 
was reckoned a 3rd Annual Success. 
Despite clouds and threat of rain 
all day, attendance was virtually 
the same as previous years.***** 
At the end of August the long- 
awaited made-for-TV film "Sgt. 
Matlovich Vs. the U.S. Air Force" 
was finally broadcast. Some view 
the fact that the film was dropped 
into the end-of-summer vacuum as 

a network cop-out; undoubtedly many 
didn't see it. We have a video- 
tape recording available and can 
arrange a showing if anyone is 
interested. Though, to tell the 
truth, the movie was so incredibly 
dull you didn't miss a thing. We 
do, however, also have a recording 
of the classic film Sunday, Bloody 
Sunday. Any interest?***** CCBC 
ran a successful refreshment booth 
in July at the Bethlehem Christmas 
City Fair with no negative reper- 
cussions. They will also be at 
Hamilton Mall's Super Sunday on 
September 17. Support them as well 
as our other friends like LEPOCO 
and NOW--especially Bethlehem NOW, who is helping to bring "Word Is Out" 
here on Sept. 23 and 24.*****Anita Bryant's organization spends thousands 

of dollars a year in postage to churn out its propaganda. We suggest you 
write and put yourself on their mailing list. Why? First, to enjoy her 
intellectual essays, and second, to drain off money that would otherwise 

be used against us. Write: Protect America's Children, Inc. P.0O.Box 
40-2608, Miami Beach, Florida 33140. If you're eventually dropped for not 
contributing, you can always re-join under a different name. Only in August 
Bryant launched a money-raising campaign to challenge a new Federal Commun- 
ications Commission ruling. The FCC has agreed that gay people should be 
included among the community groups that radio and television broadcasters 
consult to determine community needs.*****During the summer Alaska and New 
Jersey revised their crimes codes to eliminate penalties for homosexual acts 
between consenting adults. Their going into effect at the end of next year 
will bring to 20 the number of states having revoked their "sodomy" statutes-- 
a group which doesn't include Pennsylvania. In New Jersey, state senator 
Maressa plans to introduce a bill restoring penalties for homosexual acts, 
vowing to drive gay people back "underground", where he says they belong.***** 


A sense of prophetic outrage, then, truly belongs with personal 
contentment in a contemporary gay lifestyle that is committed to 
social justice as well as individual growth. At present the pendu- 
lum has swung too far back from the sixties, when the expression 
of outrage against social tragedies took precedence over aware- 
ness of self. Now there is an overemphasis on the sclf. The two 
need to be combined. 


Newsletter written (except for "Book Review"), edited , typed, pasted 
ogether, delivered to printer, folded, stuffed in envelopes, addressed, 


ealed, and delivered to Post Office by Rick Balmer and Bob Steelman, 
HELP! 





